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The party was delayed some time at Yarmouth by a contrary wind;
but by the end of the month of April they were able to cross to Dordrecht*
and proceeded thence through Holland and Guelders to Aix-la-Chapelle.
The way had been well prepared by the Earl of Gloucester and John
Mansel, who visited Germany a second time in the winter of 1256-7.
No attempt was made by the rival party, which was represented in the
Low Countries by so powerful a prince as the Duke of Brabant, to check
Richard's advance. Notwithstanding the declaration made by the towns
of the Rhine League at Mayence in March and at Wiirzburg in August
1256, that they would only recognise a unanimously elected king,
a declaration to which Aix-la-Chapelle was itself a party, that city not
only opened its gates to Richard but gave him a magnificent welcome;
and there he was crowned with his wife Sancia by Archbishop Conrad
of Cologne on 17 May 1257.

Richard now had two great advantages over his rival: he was in
Germany and had been crowned at Aix. Alfonso so far from being
crowned had not set foot in Germany, nor, did he appear to have any
intention of so doing. This considerably cooled the ardour of his ad-
herents. The princes of the north-east. Saxony, Brandenburg, and
Brunswick, did not lift a finger on his behalf; they ceased to concern
themselves in the matter. On the Rhine some influential persons and a
few towns had declared for Alfonso, notably the Archbishop of Treves,
the Bishops of Worms and Spires, the Duke of Brabant, and the towns of
Worms, Spires, and Oppenheim; but the success which attended Richard's
progress through the Rhineland after his coronation is sufficient evidence
to prove that the partisans of the Spanish king were not prepared to
exert themselves greatly unless he took the trouble to visit the country.
In fact, the success of Richard during the first months of his reign was
certainly remarkable. The novel circumstance of a foreign prince, a
stranger to the country with only a full purse to recommend him, march-
ing peaceably up the Rhine and receiving the submission and homage of the
towns and lords almost without striking a blow, was indeed astonishing.
The fact that this happened shews that the political power and organi-
sation of the Rhenish League was at an end; it had been unable to abide
by its resolution only to recognise a king that had gained the votes of
all the electors; each town followed its own independent course and made its
individual bargain with Richard. Cologne, Bonn, Andernach, Oberwesel,
and Bingen opened their gates without hesitation; only Boppard put up
some resistance and withstood a siege of about seven weeks before it was
captured. At the end of August Richard reached Mayence, where he held on
8 September his first diet. Through the energy of Archbishop Gerhard
of Mayence and Bishop Henry of Strasbourg many more towns accepted
him; Frankfort, Gelnhausen, Wetzlar, Friedberg, and finally, after some
negotiating, Oppenheim; and even more distant towns, Hagenau, the
favourite residence of the Hohenstaufen in Alsace, the strong castle of
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